T., J. Kaczynski 
Stemple Pass Road 
Lincoln, Montana 59639 
July 6, 1984 


Professor Sherman J. Preece, Jr. 


Chairman, Department of Botany 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Montana 59812 


Dear Professor Preeces 

I have a question concerning the buffalo gourd, Cucurbita 
foetidissima. Perhaps some member of your department would be 
willing to answer it for me. 

According to Donald R. Kirk, Wild Edible Plants of the 
Western United States (Naturegraph Publishers, Healdsburg, 
California, 1970), page 271, the cooked fruit and seeds of the 
buffalo gourd are edible. Nothing is said about the edibility of 
the root. 

My brother spends part of the year in western Texas, and he 
says that one of the local residents told him that the root of the 
buffalo gourd is edible. He also says that he cooked and ate some 
of the fruit of the plant and that it gave him a bad case of 
diarrhea. He says he was quite confident that he had identified 
the plant correctly. My brother does not have much experience in 
identifying wild. plants, but on the other hand he is an intelligent 
man, so it is probable, but not certain, that his identification 
was correct. My own experience in using Kirk's book would seem to 
indicate that he takes a rather broad view of what constitutes 
edibility. 


I would like to asks 


1. Is the root of the buffalo gourd edible? 
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so, is any special method.of preparation needed to 


make it fit to eat? 


3. Is there any special method of preparation that would 
remove the apparent cathartic properties of the fruit of the 


buffalo gourd? 


Thank you for your help. 


Sincerely yours, 


T. J. Kaczynski 


